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A Study on the Differences of Chinese Characters between Hong
Kong and the Mainland of China — The Comparison among Variant
or Heteromorphic Characters and the Relevant Countermeasures

TANG, Zhixiang
Abstract

Hong Kong and the Mainland of China belong to the Chinese character culture
circle. But there are many differences both in Chinese character teaching and in its
usage standards. In addition to the big systematic difference between simplified and
traditional systems, there are also many nuances in terms of its character structure,
the basic strokes, components and radicals to varying degrees obviously as well.

Those differences can be divided into two types: variant character and
heteromorphic character. As a variant character, the National Language Commission
of China has issued a List of variant characters, so that the situation is relatively
simple and the treatment method is clear. For example f# (MC) /# (HK) > §f

(MC) /e (HK) 2 (MC) /J4 (HK) and so on.

As for heteromorphic character, however, the nuances of its structure, basic
strokes, components and the radicals not only is there a confusion in use and
teaching, but its approach is not so far, such as FF[l (MC) /4 (HK) - (MC) /
1 (HK) - & (MC) /if?F (HK) and so on.

This kind of nuances can be similarly divided into two kinds: widely different
from and slightly different from. The widely different from refers to distinct
difference in its shape, for instance f# (MC) /J4 (HK) » #F (MC) /& (HK) .
While so-called slightly different from refers to the same general character appearance
with different details inside, as {ffi (MC) /it (HK) - i (MC) /ffi (HK) -
# (MC) /# (HK) and the like.

Finally, we will discuss some relevant countermeasures to the slightly different

from which can arouse the attention and discussion.

Keywords: Hong Kong and the Mainland, character specification, character

research, Chinese character teaching

TANG, Zhixiang, Centre for Research and Development of Putonghua Education, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, HK.
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